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I  had the pr iv i lege of  knowing 01of Pa1me, not wel l ,  but

suf f  ic ient ly to discuss eurrent pol i t ics wi th him and to get an

impression of  h is complex,  r ich,  aL t imes br i l l iant  personal i ty"

As a matter of  fact ,  we were "student pol i t ic ians" toqether;  he

was President of  the Swedish Nat ionaf lJnion of  StudenLs. and I

was Vice President for  Internat ional  Af fa i rs of  the Norweqian

Nat ional  Union of  Students 1950-51. The summel of  1950 the schism

in the student movement had become rather c1ear,  wi th the meet inq

of the Internat ional  tJnion of  St-udents in Praha featur ing students

from Eastern furope and what Loday is cal led the ThircJ World shout inq

in unison Stal in,  Stal i ! :  and the students f rom North America ancJ

West.ern Europe f  eel , inq rather al ienated. to put i t  mi ld ly.

The react ion was quick;  in December 1950 the Western nat ional"

LrniorFof students founded their  own orqanizat ion,  t l0SIC ( for  co-

ordinat ing secretar iat  )  and the president of  that  conference in

Stockholm was 0lof  Pa lme "  I  was secretary.  There is even a photo

from one of  those sessions, wi th the two of  us together wi th a

beaut i fu l  Swedish gir l  up in f ront-- i f  mv memory is not t -oo wrong

I can be seen looking at  the qir l ,  and the gir l  lookinq aL 0l-of  Pa1me.

Such is l i fe,

Later on i t  turns orr t  that  C0SEC was srrpported by CIA as a part

of  that  organizat iontsf iqht  aqainst  commLrnism, and i t  probably re-

ref lects neqat ivelv both on Clof  Palme and mysel f  that  we were not

quick enough to discover t -h is al thor ' lgh one miqht say that i t -  ref lects

even more neqat ively on those who cont inued workinq in the service



of Lhe CIA, knowingly or not,  as "sLudent

years thereafter.  Not t .n menLirrn on t"hat

pol i t ic ians" for  years and

anomaly" t - l IA,  i tsel f ,

I  remember 0Iof  Palme 1ater,  invi  t i  nq me to the fami ly apart-

ment at  0stermalm, in Stockholm, c lose to Kar laplan--a wel l - to-do

fami ly,  but  noL that fanLast ical ly opulent as i t  has been portrayed

later.  Br i l l iant ,  wi t ty,  wel l  informed, acLive--what impressed me

most was the tremendous f i le he had on everything in his room,

and most part icular ly on the thi rd point  of  v iew, nei ther favor ing

the Sovieto nor the U.5.  posi t ion,  cr i t ical  of  both,  at tached, very

much l inked to basj .c human values. Plagr, ie on both your houses.

And I  have met him as the r ight ,  or  maybe lef t ,  hand of  Tage

Erlander,  then af ter  he became Prime Minister,  for  instance at  meet-

ings in Germany and in the Nether lands, the lat ter  as late as June

19Bi.  Apart  f rom pol i t ical  d iscussions there is one l i t t le persona]

anecdote thal  te l  ls  something of  01of Pa1me. Jogqing ear ly morning

in Stockholm a foreiqn TV team wanted to shoot some f i lm of  the

Prime Minister exercis inq,  So they did,  and Palme started gett ing

a l i t t le bi t  t i red,  and even sl ight ly worr ied that he was noL in his

best shape. However,  the reason soon became clear:  the TV reporters

wanted some dist .ance between the car and the joqging Pr ime Minj-ster

and sped up to put some addi t ional  yards between the two. Palme

wanted to keep efose to the camera assuminq that th is was in their

interest---ambit ious,  hard working, up in f ront  as aJways !
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But al l  of  th is is chi t -chat.  There are two ref lect ions I  wor-r ld

l ike to share wi th you on this day when this taLented man, so

dedicated, so much needed is being r ight ly celebrated with more than

one hundred thir ty countr ies in at tendanee, most of  them with their

heads of  stat .e or heads of  government,  th is day of  h is funeral  in

Stockholm.

My f i rst  theme is th is:  why this overwhelming sympathy coming

from almost al l  corners in the wor ld,  I  th ink even overwhelming the

inhabi tants of  th is wnnderful  country,  the Swedes themselves? What

is i t  that .  makes people shed tears for  a head of  qovelnment,  a

pol l t ic ian,  even a "controversial-"  and "sharp tongued" one ( t"o qLrote

some of the f  reqr"rent ly f  ound comments upon his assassinat ion,  in the

press of  a country predictably somewhat host i . l -e,  the tJni  ted States)?

I  th ink i t  can be stated very s imply:  there was a feel inq t .hat  jn

0lof  PaIme t .he wor ld had lost  something i t  very badly neer ls;  a states-

man who is not only operat inq on the wor ld arena*-they aI l  do t -hat,

they have to and even more so as the wor ld svstem becomes increasinqlV

dense, as states become more and more interdependent.  Any statesman

wanLing to pr:omot.e the f  amous "nat ional  interest" ,  however i t  is  con-

ceived of ,  would have to be act ive on the wor ld arena. What was

character ist ic of  Ulof  Palme was his act ion for  in t ,erms of  "naLureinterest" ,

"wor l"d interest"  and "hrJman interest" .  f i is  cDncern was not on. lv

Swedents posi t . ion in t .he wor ld,  and the posi t i r :n of  the working class

in Sweden--the nbvious concerns of  the leader of  a social  democrat- ic



party serving as the Pr ime Minister of  h is countrv

Equal ly much, some would say even more, on his mind and on his

agenda wete the concerns for miserable,  st ,arv inq, eXploi ted smal l  p eopfe

everywhere For t .hose depr ived of  their  l . reerJom in reDressive

countr ies,  for  development in the north-south context .  for  Deace

It  is  unnecessary

1n

tothe east-west context .  and for the environment.

l is t  the ways in which Palme devoted himsel f  to

al l  know about them. We also know perfect ly we1

agree when i t  comes to sorne conc" lusions --but_ that

relat ive to the loss we have suffered.

these conDerns: we

I that  we do not al l

[ :ecnmes so tr i f l ish

cf  course, al1 of  th is would have made pa. lme an excel_ lent

Secretary-General  of  the Uni terJ Nat- ions,  h iqhly able to take up the

tradi t ion carr ied by his conrpatr iot  Daq Hammarskjold of  incJependence

of the super-powers,  pol i t ical  c lor : t .  not  rJer iv inq f  rgm beinq backed

by mi l i tary power but s imply due to super ior  understandinq of  the

true interests of  the wor ld system, and abi l i ty  to act  accor:dingly.

Loqical ly th is wouLd have been the next step in his eareer.  I f  i t

had happened there wnuld have been a perfect  compat ib i  l i ty  bet-ween

the man and the job,  br inqing both moral  deci icat ion and br i l l iance to

the UN.

However ,  what was great.  about Pa lme was t .hat  these concerns

were up in f ront  even i f  he did not have that part i r :u lar  job as the

chief-Uni ted Nat innsr Execut. ive,  He provided a l ive imaqe of  a person

whr:  cnmbined beinq a Pr ime Minister wi th f iqht inq f  o l  peace-*and that,

I  sr : rmise, is the reason why al t  these expressions of  deep af fect ion



deep grat i t .ude are Loday coming in to the Swedish people,  making us

fel-1ow Nordics,  such as for  instance the present Norwegian ci t izen,

emphasize his Nordic belonginqness more than ever,  hoping that th is

can make us party to the qlory.

0f  course, there were two obvious condi t ions for  01of Pal"me to

obtain th is hiqh level  of  eompat ib i l i ty  between the interests of

nature,  human beings everywhere, his own nat ic ln,  and the wor ld as a

whole.

The f  i rst  condj  t ion is obvioLrs:  at .  some ear ly stage in l i f  e

he must have l iberated himsel f  f rom many of  the provincial isms plaguing

tJs humans. I  see a l ink bet.ween his jogging in nature arrd his con-

nern for  envi-ronment.  I  see a cotresponding l ink between his ear i  y

l iberat ion in ways of  th inkinq, f rom those prominent.  in the distr ict

he Lived ancl  t .he c l -ass inf .o which he was born,  to more al l -embracing

ident i t ies.  And then, as he started travel ing f i rst  mental ly thrr :uqh

enormous amounts of  readinq and then in person, wi th ever-wideninq a 'd

broadpng of  i ts  coneerns and ident i t ies t .hrouqh the wnr" l -d as a whofe,

Much of  th is must have taken a neqat ive form: a reaet ion to abuse

of power,  to exploi tat ive st t r - t  etures wherever he saw f .hem-."and he

saw many of  them not in his own home count-ry,  bLrt-  as a student.  in

the Llni ted States,  h i t -ch-hik ing.  appal led by the object-  poverty in the

midst of  weal t -h.

Senond, he was of  course qreat" ly helped by the fart  that  Sweden

is a non*al igned country.  The Swedish qovernment.  has not s iqnerJ a

contract  wi th the U.S" qnvernment askinq the Ll-S. qovernment to bai l
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them out in case of  at t .ack f rom internaf or externaL enemies in

return for  sweden part ic ipat ing in the alr iance of  nat ions appoint-

ing the U.S. the " leader of  the f ree wor ld".  0f  course, there are

some people in sweden who might prefer th is afranqement,  some of

them in very powerful  posi t ions even i f l  numerical ly they may be weak"

They may argue non-al ignment,  but  leaning to the west,  keepinq the

opt ion of  the contract  just  ment ioned beinq entered inLo npen. And

then there are others who are more outspokerr ,  more western in their

or ientat ion,  teg i t imiz ing this precisely the opposi te wf ly;  by arqu-

ing non-al iqnment,  palme was perhaps no stranqer to these two

posi t ions,  but mainly in favor of  non*a l iqnment.  ancJ act inq for  non*

al iqnment. .

And that qave him the pol i t ical  f reedom that.  corresponcJed to

the psychological-  f  reerJom just  ment- ionecJ. Even as a top pol i t ic ian

he was free t-o act  accordinq to his eonvict ion,  thereby strengthening

tho.se convict ions "  His act  in f  avor of  that  unf ort r . rnate people,  so

mistreated by a wor ld history,  the Vietnamese, wi l l  s tancl  as a land*

mark in history,  not  because r t  was so extraorcl inary to stancl  up in

favor of  a l i t t le people that  harJ been trampled upon by the Chinese,

t .he Japanese, t -he French and now by Lhe Americans. but beeause his aet

carr ied convict ion,  beinq unexpeeted from those qtJarters,  The

commentary upon his death in the U.S" press shows very c lear j ,y that

he has not yeL been f0rqiven.

However,  i t  was in t"he f  : ' .e ld of  hLock- t ranscenr l ing act ion that

he benarne best known, .symbol izerJ t ry the t i t le of  "J ndependent Disarma_



ment Commission" he headed ,  the Palme Commission. think i t

suf fers f rom an ideology that became very prominent af ter  the First

World War,  "disarmament ism" and that Palme might have made the whol-e

approach more credible by t r - r rn ing some of the search- l ight  not  only

on t .he super-powers but also on his own count-ry.  Br,r t  leaving such

mat. ter :s aside what remains is much more important.  Basic in th is

connect ion is a map of l  the wor ld shared by perhaps most furopeans,

but by very few people in the super-powers themselves: a map of  the

world where bot"h super-powers are seen in a relat ively dim 1ight,  the

strugq Ie between them being one of  mutuaf jeal  ousies,  jockeying for

power and not a strugqle between r iqht  and wrong, not even between

riqht and 1eft"  Rather,  l -he arms race is seen as a disease of  the

system, something for which a cure has to be found, And this disease

then spreads al l  over the wor l -d body, includinq the Swedish wat-ers.

A Soviet  submarine in those waters is seen, of  ooursei  as total ly

aqainst  internat ional  1aw, as a Soviet  insul t  meri t ing stronq protests

But when i t  comes t-o the under ly ing causes Palme would be quick to

point  out  t .hat  th is act  can not be isoLated to the Soviet-Swedish

system alone and lead to an esr ja lat ion in that  re lat ionship;  i t  must

be seen as an outcnme of t .he general ly bad state of  af fa i rs in east-

west relat ions.  In short ,  system thinkinq, th inkinq in terms of  the

world as a whole r :ather than in terms of  nar low nat ionaf interests!

In doinq so Palme

Soviet  threat,  and that

I  am not-  in a posi t . ion

t ion in almost al1 such

may be acnused of  harr ing

l ine of  thought wi l l  be

to . judqe in those matters

cases would be in f 'avor

underest imated the

pursued in the fut-ure.

s ince my own incl ina-

of  both*and posi t ions.



what I  not iced, however,  is  that  Palme is today being greeted as a

spokesman for that  other v iew, and I  dare say a more advanced view

on world af fa i rs-*a v iew which by being pronounced and held by people

in hiqh quarters may beeome increasingly tnue "

And that leads me to the second ref lect ion,  I t  is  a very short

oner and a very sad one: the qruesome asymmetry between what i t

takes to bui ld a person l ike PaIme, not only as a person, but wi th

that part icular status,  and how l i t t le i t  takes to el iminat-e him. A

I i fet ime of  endless enerqy and devnt ion on the one hand, where his

parents,  h is f r iends o his cLassmates, his fe11ow students,  h is fe l low

party mernber:s,  a l l  of  t .hose penple in Sweden and abroad have contr ib-

uted to bui ld ing 0lof  PaIme throuqh myriads of  ants,  posi t ive and

neqat ive.  And then/ an the other hand, the f ract ion of  a second needed

to cut  the l i fe l i .ne of  t -h is person, so valuable to Sweden. to the

Nordic countr ies,  to the wor ld "

Imaqine i f  i t  were the other way around !  Imagine that one

eould br-r i ld a person l ike that  in a spl i t  second and that i t  wnrr ld

take sixty years tn "el iminafe" a person frnm the face of  the eart"h!

We1l,  in that  case we would l ive in a sorrrewhat.  bet ter  wnr ld.  0f

cor.Jrse,  there are f  lashes of  good deeds that connent very quickly

just  as t -he misdeeds have a tendenry to spread with nonsiderable

speed. But that  is  not what T am talk ing about:  I  am talk inq about

the ar:cumulat ion of  exper ience, insight,  c lout ,  a l  l  of  th is that  i t

takes to project  an 01of 'Palme unto the wor ld arena so as to have an

impar: t .



So, today we are gratefuf"  We shal1 not waste too much t . ime

saying the obvious, fament ing what has h"ppened" Rather,  let  us

focus on the example 01of Palme has set for  Lhe statesmen of  the

worId.  0f  course'  he came out of ,  the sociaf  demncrat ic t radi t ion,

both democrat. ic anrJ sociar in his or ientat . ion,  Nei ther a demo-

crat ic nor a social  or ientat ion can stop at  the border of  a country--

Pal 'me was not-  a lone in seeing this,  he belonged to that  f  amous tr iad

with nrhich we have been blessed in recent years,  the other corners

being l ,1 i l ly  Brandt and Bruno Kreisky--al t  three them at t imes pr ime

Ministers of  their  nountr ies.  We f  eel  grat i t r , rde,  and r iqht ly so.  But

J would l ike to add to th is grat i tudq as a non*swede, a deep vote of

thanks to the Swedish voLers:  they did their  job. Thev v. l ted Pa lme

into power '  not  only because of ,  what he stood for on the Swedish

pol i t ical  arena. I f  we cor- t ld have more enl iqhtened electorates l ike

that atound the wor ld,  parLicr"r lar ly in sclme very powerf  u1 nountr ies

we would be in a considerably better posi t ion !

There are many 
'  

many people in the wor l r l  wi th s im-i lar  concerns

for natute,  human beings everywhere, for  societ ies.  for  the wor ld as

a whole that  character izerJ 01of Palme's f  aul ts ancl  deer ls,  There are

not that  f  ew people in the wor l -d who are statesmen, aet- inq on the wor lcJ

arena as heads of  state,  heads of  government, ,  deput ies,  loreiqn

ministers,  ministers of  defense and what noL, Very few combine these

two qual i t ies" In doing so they chal lenqe the contemporary wor lc l

order" 0i .of  Palme paid for  that  combinat ion wi th his l i fe.  Re:

gardl-ess of  what we soonpr or i  ater may or may not knr:w about-  the

cause cf  chain leadinq up t"o that  f  atal  moment i t  is  very harrJ Lo



10

bel ieve that i t  is  unrefated to th is coincidence in one man between

his posi t ion and his disposi t ion.  Along that cause of  chain we wi l l

probably sooner or later start  d istr ibut ing moral  bIame, thus giv ing

vent to our feel ing of  gr ief  ,  our deep frustrat ions.

I  am not so sure that that .  wi l l  help very much. Rather,  I  am sure

of one Lhing: let  us have not only one more Palme, but two, t .hree--- :

1et .  one hundred Palmes orow!

*Speech qiven at  Got.henburq LJniversi ty and aL the Transnat ionaf
Foundat. ion f  or  Peane and F ut . r ' , r re Research, Lund, Sweden, 15 March 1986.


